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Jonas Kreppel‘s tombstone in Vienna‘s Central Cemetery until 2008

Photo: Leon Dotan, Wien



Thanks to a sponsoring action of Christian members of the Kreppel family the 
epitaph was renewed in 2008

Photo: Leon Dotan, Wien



„ish tamim b’maasaw“ אישׁ תמים במעשׂיו /

Hidden reference to the manner of his death? 

He obviously died an „innocent“ death!



I was told by Jonas Kreppel‘s son Leo (1906-1986) that his father 
was killed in the Concentration Camp of Buchenwald

from right to left: 
Martha, Leo and Klaus Kreppel 1984 visiting Bad Gleichenberg / Austria

Photo: Privat



Thus I set off – partly alone, partly with my students –to study the 
suffering of the inmates of Buchenwald. The more I learned about their 
day-to-day life the more I was able to relive the last years of 
Jonas Kreppel

The Crematory of Buchenwald 

Photo: Klaus Kreppel, Bielefeld



Jonas Kreppel suffered a two-years way of grief

-On Mai 5th, 1938, 7 weeks after Nazi-German occupation, he 
belonged to a group of Jewish and Christian opponents being 
arrested by the Gestapo.

-On July 16th 1938, together with this group  Jonas Kreppel was 
imprisoned in the KZ of Dachau, registered as „protective 
custody prisoner“ Nr. 18142.

- On September 21st /22nd he was transfered to KZ Buchenwald
with the majority of these Viennese internees. 



Orderly room registration card of Dachau Concentration
Camp 

Quelle: ITS Bad Arolsen

Doc No.10686897#1



Prisoner‘s personal card of the Concentration Camp 
Buchenwald

Reason: Government News Service Official Deceased 21.7.1940

Quelle: ITS Bad Arolsen

Doc No.6378365#1



Endstation Buchenwald – Terminal – Final Stop

Tracks – buffer stop – platform : today they are overrun by grass and bushes
Tens of thousands of inmates arrived here – Jonas Kreppel‘s ultimate transport ended somewhere 

around here in September 1938

Photo: Klaus
Kreppel



„Jedem das Seine!

This iron gate remarked the frontier
to a two years‘ inferno culminating 
with a torturous death.

„Each to their own!“
Day to day Jonas Kreppel was 
forced to read this cynical 
inscription.
Eventually he was to believe to 
have the arrest in the KZ coming to 
him.

Photo: Klaus Kreppel



Jonas Kreppel lost his personality by getting the number 3229.
He had to share the number with two other inmates, one who was released bevor 
him, another who was imprisoned after his death

Nummernkartei,

Gedenkstätte Weimar-
Buchenwald



Jonas Kreppel was 
classified into two 
categories of inmates:
as a „Political“ and as a 
„Jew“

.

First the yellow triangle with the 
apex to the top to classify him as a
Jew

Second the red triangle with the 
apex to the bottom to classify him as 
a „Political“

The combination of both angles 
constituted a Magen David

Jonas Kreppel =  Nr. 3229

Grafik: Klaus Kreppel nach der Vorlage in

Nationale Mahn- und Gedenkstätte Buchenwald (Hrsg.):

Konzentrationslager Buchenwald Post Weimar 1937-1945.

Weimar 1990, S. 23.



Jonas Kreppel was arrested 
in barrack No. 17

This barrack was specially 
reserved for Jews beginning 
from September 1938

Buchenwald: Plan of 
the Prisoners‘ Camp

Quelle: Archiv Gedenkstätte Buchenwald, 

Max Mayr, ehem. Häftling Nr. 2996



In autumn 1938 „human“
conditions still obtained the 
Concentration Camp of 
Buchenwald : Jonas Kreppel
several times was transferred to 
the University Ophthalmic Clinic
of Jena for „extramural care“.

Quelle: ITS Bad Arolsen

No. 5394442#1



The slogan of Buchenwald was: „Extinction by labor!“
Jonas Kreppel was forced to work in the quarry until he died from exhaustion after one 

year and ten months

Photo: Gedenkstätte Buchenwald (Hrsg.): Konzentrationslager Buchenwald 1937-1945.Göttingen 1999, S. 95.



On July, 21st 1940 Jonas Kreppel died 
„of old age“ and „weak heart“. His 
fund managing card showed a surplus 
of 61,65 Reichsmark. Less charges of 
2 RM and 6 Pf the amount was 
transferred to the police headquarters 
of Vienna by giro transfer form. 

ITS Bad Arolsen Doc. No. 6378377#1



The broken stones of the quarry later were set into the fundament of the Jewish barrack in 
order to be reminiscent of the torments suffered by Jonas Kreppel and thousends of others.

למען ידעו דור אחרון בנים יולדו יקמו ויספרו לבניהם
„Auf dass erkenne das künftige Geschlecht, die Kinder, die geboren werden, dass sie aufstehen und erzählen ihren Kindern.“

„That the generation to come might know them, the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children.“
Ps 78,6 

Photo: Klaus Kreppel



The story of Jonas Kreppel exemplifies a collective 
fate of 250.000 inmates of Buchenwald.

The manner of his death was suffered 56.000fold 
in Buchenwald.



• The renovation of the tombstone two years ago 
was an act against Jonas Kreppel‘s second death 
by oblivion.

• Now we are prepared to reconstruct some stages 
of his life in a retro-perspective way and to 
include Jonas Kreppel into the domestic 
background



Now let us 
set our eyes on him:

born 25.12.1874 in 
Drohobycz

died 21.07.1940 in
Buchenwald Concentration 

Camp

Photo: Leo Kreppel, Wien/Tel Aviv

Repro: Klaus Kreppel, Bielefeld



In our mind‘s eye we 
visit his tomb again to 
learn that he was an 

„ish 
haEshkoloth“

A kind of an erudite, a 
scholar, an 
encyclopedist

We will try to lift this 
secret during our lecture

He was a „Superior 
Official“, too

We will present some 
results of our researches, 
too.

Photo: Leon Dotan, Wien



Jonas Kreppel: 
the „ish ha
Eschkoloth“
- the
„enzyclopedist“:

Research Associate 
for 
„Jüdisches Lexikon“
in the Twenties of the 
last century

Repro: Klaus Kreppel



Jonas Kreppel edited encyclopedical compediums by himself

Repro: Klaus Kreppel



Jonas Kreppel composed 
„encyclopedical“ manuals
with comprehensive 
historical and statistical 
material.

This compendium of Jonas Kreppel (1925) remained as 
standard work up to the present day

Repro: Klaus Kreppel



A recension from www:

Buchbeschreibung:Zürich Amalthea-Verlag. Light wear, about Very Good 
Condition; x, 891 pages; "Presse": pages 864-869. "Bibliographie zur 
Judenfrage": pages 870-883. 132 portraits & 28 illustrations Chapters (with
sub-headings) include: Die Juden vor dem Weltkrieg (1900-1914) ; Die 
Juden im Weltkriege; Die Juden nach dem Weltkriege; Die Juden der 
Gegenwart(Statistik) ;Palaestine; Die politische Lageder Juden; Die 
wirtschaftliche Lage der Juden; Emigration; Religioese Probleme; Die
Juedischen Parteien; Die Juedischen Organisationen; Das Juedische Leben [i. 
E. By Country, region & race]; Schul- und Erziehungswesen; Staatsmaenner
und Parliamentarier; Sprachen und Literaturen; Wissenschaft und Kunst;
Juedische Volkssplitter; Presse[organzied by continent]; & Bibliographie zur 
Judenfrage [14 pages, organized by language/country]. What a massive, 
invaluable world-wide snapshot of mid-1920s Jewry.
http://www.abebooks.de/servlet/BookSearchPL?ph=2&an=Kreppel Jonas



Political position of the author

• Detailled overview on antisemitic phenomenons 
all over Europe: special constellations: 
Germany/Austria more emanicipated –
Russia/Romania less emancipated

• Tenor: emphasizing the „Russian barbarism“
before und during WWI in order to justify the
German-Austrian war against Russia (pp 123... ; 
137...)



• He criticizes the „interiour Jewish contrasts“
(Zionists, Assimilates, Orthodox majority). Jonas 
Kreppel‘s persuasion: Jewish antagonisms 
obstruct common actions  of all Jews against 
Antisemitism (p. 33). 



• Aloof position towards Zionism. Favorable 
opinion towards colonisation of Palestine with 
main respect to Jewish-Arab understanding (pp. 
419; 423). 

• As to the rest: „neutral“ collection of datas and 
well balanced representation of facts



Actuel scientific publications still refer to this manual: 

• E.g. Jakob Rosenthal: Die Ehre des jüdischen Soldaten. Die Judenzählung im 
Ersten Weltkrieg und ihre Folgen. Campus Verlag Frankfurt am Main2007. In 
Kapitel VI: Die Teilnahme der Juden am Ersten WKin den Armeen der 
kriegführenden Nationen beruft sich Rosenthal auf Jonas Kreppel: Juden und 
Judentum von heute, a.a.O., S. IX, wenn er die Statistiken von Österreich 
kritisch verarbeitet.

• or Manfred Dickel : Zionismus und Jungwiener Moderne. Felix Salten –
Leben und Wirken. Diss-Jena 2003, S. 105, wo Dickel darauf hinweist, dass 
Jonas Kreppel über das jüdische Gemeindeleben in Wieninformiert.

• Even Nazi publications referred to Jonas Kreppel by abusing 
propagandistically his neutral statistical datas (e.g. rate of suicide among
Jews, „Juden und Judentum“, p. 393) in: „Die Juden in Deutschland“
Herausgegeben vom Institut zum Studium der Judenfrage.8. Auflage. 37.- 41. 
Tausend.1939.Verlag Franz Eher Nachf., G.m.b.H., München, p. 346.



Jonas Kreppel –
1901: Jonas Kreppel – „a distinguished writer and
publisher“

Adolph Kohut in his standard work „Berühmte israelitische 
Männer und Frauen in der Kulturgeschichte der 

Menschheit“. Leipzig 1900/1901. Vol. II, p. 170,

Jonas Kreppel  on the list of „weiterer bedeutendster 
Journalisten, Publizisten und Redacteure“ (immedately 
mentioned after Karl Kraus).



Even in present days:

• Jonas Kreppel is considered as one of the 
most famous Galicians among the members 
of the „Vienna Schiffschul“

• The „Schiffschul“ was a synagogue in the „Grosse Schiffgasse“ in Viennas 
2nd district (Leopoldstadt) and was well known as center of the Orthodox 
„Adass Yisroel“
In: Klaus Hödl: Als Bettler in die Leopoldstadt. Galizische Juden auf dem 
Weg nach Wien. Böhlau Verlag. Wien-Köln-Weimar 1994, S. 309. 



Jonas Kreppel‘s series of publications 1899-1924
Quelle: Juden und Judentum von heute, a.a.O., S. VIII.



course of
education and

language skills: 

AUTODIDAKT

Bookprinter & type setter

Quelle: Österr. Staatsarchiv, 
Wien, AdR, BKA/Präs, PA 
Kreppel, Jonas



Jonas Kreppel – a defensor of the Yiddish 
Language
- Hebrewwas considered as language of the Zionists and 
Jewish nationalists
- Yiddish: jargon and language of the common Jewish people
- Jonas Kreppel suggested a compromise between both 
languages at the language congress 1908 in Czernowitz
- in many articles and essays J.K. (Pseudonyms: Ben Zwi, La 
Paloma, Jehudi Chored) he made a passionate plea for Yiddish 
as „bridge“ to German Culture
- During WWI  J.K. expressed his political desire that the 
Jewish masses in Eastern Europe opposed against Russia and 
supported a German/Austrian victory
Jonas Kreppel in „Jüdische Korrespondenz“ (1915 ff).



Quotation:

Jonas Kreppel:

„Die ganze Kulturwelt ist 
daran interessiert, dass die 
Lage der Juden in Russland 
eine menschlichere und 
erträglichere werde. Dies ist 
jedoch nur in einem besiegten 
Russland zu erwarten.“

„The whole civilized world is 
keen on humanizing the state 
of the Jews in Russia. This 
may be merely expected in a 
defeated Russia.“

Repro: Klaus Kreppel



Jonas Kreppels
Kaisertreue:

Gleich-
berechtigung der 
Juden
in Österr-Ungarn

Fürsorge für alle 
Nationalitäten und 
Konfessionen

Befreiung der 
Juden Galiziens 
und der Bukowina 
vor drohender 
russischer 
Knechtschaft

Freiheit und 
Erlösung der 
polnischen Juden

Jonas Kreppel was a monarchist because he was convinced that the Kaiser had proved 
a recipe for religious and ethnic tolerance in all parts of Austria-Hungary

Repro: Klaus Kreppel



Jüdische Korrespondenz : Wochenblatt für jüdische Interessen ; Organ für die 
Interessen des orthodoxen Judentums

Herausgeber / Chefredakteur: Jonas Kreppel 

Die "Jüdische Korrespondenz" erschien seit August 1915 in wöchentlichem 
Abstand; sie stellte ihr Erscheinen im Oktober 1920 ein. 

• Programmatik:

Jonas Kreppel (1874 - nach 1935), Regierungsrat, Ministerialsekretär im österreichischen 
Bundeskanzleramt und Publizist, begründete die "Jüdische Korrespondenz" im Zusammenhang seiner 
Tätigkeit für das Pressedepartment des Auswärtigen Amtes. Die wohl überwiegend vom Herausgeber 
stammenden Artikel der wenige Seiten starken Hefte informierten vorrangig über die Lage der jüdischen 
Bevölkerung in den osteuropäischen Kriegsgebieten.
Die Berichterstattung über die Greueltaten an den Juden Osteuropas unter polnischer bzw. russischer 
Besatzung zeigt die propagandistische Tendenz, die Truppen der Mittelmächte als 'Befreier' hinzustellen. 

Die Verhältnisse in Österreich werden als 'vorbildhaft' herausgestellt, Kaiser Franz Joseph I. erscheint als 
Garant der Emanzipation, "unter dessen glorreichem Szepter die Juden Österreich-Ungarns vollste 
Gleichberechtigung erhielten" und "sich als Juden und als Menschen ausleben können" (Jg 1, Nr 1 
[12.08.1915], S. 1). 
Die propagandistische Ausrichtung des Blatts wurde in den beiden Nachkriegsjahrgängen 1919 und 1920 
weitgehend aufgegeben. Als 'Organ für die Interessen des orthodoxen Judentums' widmete sich die 
Zeitschrift nun vornehmlich der Berichterstattung über die tradtionsorientierten jüdischen Gemeinden 
Restösterreichs und Osteuropas. Im Oktober 1920 wurde das Blatt in die Jüdische Presse integriert.

• Aus: http://edocs.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/volltexte/2008/38065/ (29.4.2013)



Acknowledgements for his „patriotic publishings“

ÖStA/AdR, BKA/Präs, PA Kreppel, Jonas



Professional Privileges:

Anerkennung „externer“
Dienstzeiten 1909-1924

Ab 1924 Regierungsrat im 
Bundeskanzleramt 
durch Sonderregelung:
1. Eintrittsalter: 50 Jahre
2. Ohne 
Hochschulabschluss

Jonas Kreppel als Protegé
des christ.-soz. 
Bundeskanzlers Prälat
Ignaz Seipel

Although Jonas Kreppel had no University degree his previous journalistic 
activities were acknowledged as qualification for the Austrian senior civil service.  

Quelle: ÖStA/AdR, BKA/Präs, PA
Kreppel, Jonas



Jonas Kreppel: 
nominee for Austrian Consul in Palestine
( about 1925):

After interventions of Catholic and Zionist representatives he was 
forced to resign, and even renounced the offer te become Honorary 
Consul in Jerusalem (1925) 

In: Klaus Hödl, p. 309 with footnote 819. 
Reference: CZA Z 4 / 2422 (Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem).



Nazi Coup and 
assassination of Austrian Chancellor Dollfuß on 
July, 25th 1934

From a letter of Jonas Kreppel‘s son, Leo Kreppel, 28.10.1983 to Klaus Kreppel

Jonas Kreppel applied first aid to Chancellor
Dollfuss who was assassinated by Nazi 
terrorists in Austria



This booklet of Jonas 
Kreppel was indicated by 
the Nazis as „harmful“
and „not wanted“

Index „Liste des 
schädlichen und 
unerwünschten 
Schrifttums“
Stand vom 31. Dezember 1938.
Seite 77. Leipzig, 1938.

Repro: Klaus Kreppel



From:
1935 – das
Schicksals-
jahr

Jonas Kreppel‘s warnings against Hitler‘s expanding 
plans and critique of western appeasement policy 



„Anschluss“ Annexation of Austria on 
March12th 1938

• Together with numerous Vienna Citicens
Jonas Kreppel was imprisoned on May 5th 
1938, 7 weeks after German occupation

• The official dismissal fromhis employment
took place in October 1938,  after his 
imprisonments in the Dachau and 
Buchenwald concentration camps



Entlassungsurkunde 
vom 26.10.1938 

Document
of dismissal

ÖStA/AdR, BKA/Präs, PA Kreppel, Jonas



After the political and authorial 
curriculum vitae
we will illuminate Jonas Kreppel‘s 
domestic and professional 
background



1874, Drohobycz, born as the forth of 7 children of Hirsch (*1840) and 
Henie Laje Kreppel (1840-1919) nee Salamon

1890 apprenticeship as typesetter in the famous printing house of Aron
Hersch Żupnik in Drohobycz

1895 managing editor of the germanophone newspaper „Drohobyczer 
Zeitung“ (in Hebrew letters) and the literary revue „Ziyon“

1899 editor of the germanophone newspaper „Jüdische Volksstimme“ in 
Krakow and the Hebrew literary revue „Jerushalayim“

1903 Chef editor of the Hebrew daily paper „Hayom“ in Lemberg (Lviv)

1909 editor of the yiddish daily „Der Tag“ and  the yiddish monthly „Beth 
Yisroel“ in Krakow

1915 Moving to Vienna

1916 Chief editor of the german speaking „Jüdische Korrespondenz“ in 
Vienna and staff member in the public relation department of the 
Austrian Foreign Ministry, after WW I Office of the Federal 
Chancellor



•He gradually and modestly climbed up the carreer ladder
•He regularly applied for advances of salary and credits
•He often suffered from attachments of salary
•He sometimes ran up a bill, e.g. in the famous cafe „Arkaden“

Additional infos by the personal file 
of Jonas Kreppel



Café Arkaden in Vienna (current name „Votiv“) the 
favorite café of Jonas Kreppel

1933-1938  performances oft the cabaret „Literatur am Naschmarkt“
1934-1938  cabaret ABC (Alsergrund – Brettl – City)

up till 1938  cabaret Regenbogen

„Café Arkaden“ - Jonas Kreppel‘s favorite cafe in Vienna

Foto: Café Votiv, Wien



Personalakte Jonas Kreppel

Jonas Kreppel‘s 3 marriages



The Jewish Family Tree of the 
Kreppels

Grafik: Klaus Kreppel, Bielefeld



שּׁל וֹם

Redaktion: 17.07.2010

Ergänzung: 08.10.2012  Copyright by Dr. Klaus Kreppel, Beuthener Str. 4, D-33719 Bielefeld, Germany,     0049-521-335454, klaus.kreppel@gmx.de                                           

Dieser Vortrag wurde erstmals am 17. Juli 2010 anlässlich des Kreppel-
Treffens im Hotel „Annapunkt“ in Augsburg gehalten. Anlass war der 70. 
Todestag Jonas Kreppels am 21. Juli 1940.



Pressereaktionen

Haaretz vom 15.8.2010
p. 1 und 10



Augsburger 
Allgemeine 
vom 19.7.10


