Galicia‘s Black Gold

The smell of sulfur and natural gas were the city’s
calling card... and the pounding of the drilling
equipment created an “unfinished symphony”, whose
sounds the townspeople got used to and fell asleep to
at night.

Bezalel Linhard Boryslaw survivor, I Believed That | Would Survive
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Bank Austryacko Weglerski — Oest-Ung. Bank
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In 1908 Boryslaw alone accounted for 95% of all Galician oil
production.

Inthe mid-19th Century oil was discovered in Boryslaw
and its environs. A “black gold” rush ensued, as
thousandspouredintotheregiontoseektheirfortune.
By the end of the century, Boryslaw became one of
the largest oil towns in the world. Drohobycz, served
as its urban hub and financial centre. At its peak in
1909, Boryslaw produced 1.9 million tons of crude oil
and was considered the third largest oil producer in
the world. By the eve of WWII, production levels were
less than one fifth of peak levels, however the oil fields
continued to attract the interest of the Soviets and the
Third Reich.

Jews played a pioneering and often pivotal role in the
development of the Galician oil industry. They were
among the first to extract and distill Galician crude. In
the early days of the industry, the majority of owners of
the many medium and small-scale oil firms were Jews.
As the industry developed, many of the managers,
engineering and technical professionals were Jews.
Jews were also prominent in developing industry-
related enterprises and technology.
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Drohobycz — the commercial and financial hub of the Galician oil belt,
Austro-Hungarian Bank
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Borystaw oil rigs

Patent for Integrated pipe cutter issued to
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The Polmin refinery in Drohobycz employed some 3,000 people
in the 1930s

Moses Ringler from Boryslaw, 30.6.1927

This unforgettable Friday, September 1, 1939, |
went into town. It was a sunny day. Suddenly “big
black birds” appeared in the blue sky - German
bombers.... Together from the balcony, we watched
Polmin, the government refinery, go up in flames.

Bella Brawer-Tepper, Drohoybcz survivor, Partial Autobiography

Two and a half weeks after the outbreak.of the war,
the Soviet Union gained control over Galicia under the
Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, and the oil industry was
immediately nationalised. Under Soviet rule, while
many “capitalists” from Drohobycz and Boryslaw were
exiled to Siberia, skilled oil professionals were allowed
to retain their positions.
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