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Drohobycz and Boryslaw in the 19th and 20th Centuries —

Thriving Jewish Life

Drohobycz panorama, circa 1915

The discovery of the oil and gas in the second half
of the 19th Century brought unprecedented wealth,
drawing people and foreign companies to the region.
Boryslaw, the production center of crude oil and
wax developed into a sprawling boom town, while
Drohobycz became the oil industry’s urban hub.
By the 1870s Drohobycz was considered the third
wealthiest city in Galicia. Under Emperor Franz
Josef, the restrictions placed on religious community
organization a century earlier were lifted. Jews
enjoyed full civil equality and Jewish community
life flourished. Modern institutions were built In
Drohobycz, such as the Great Synagogue, a secular
Jewish school, a Jewish orphanage and hospital were
built.
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Jewish orphanage, Drohobycz
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Dr. Leon Reich, prominent Zionist
politician in Drohobycz
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Galicia oil refinery, Drohobycz — built in 1863

Neither Drohobycz nor Boryslaw could be described
as typical Galician “shtetls”. The Jewish communities
in both towns became larger, wealthier and more
cosmopolitan. Many Jews, rich and poor alike, worked
in the oil industry and related services. All benefitted
from the economic wealth and the multiculturalism
resulting from the influx of foreign professionals and
universitygraduatesintotheregion.Jewishsportsclubs
and Zionist organizations blossomed, as did Yiddish
theatre and music ensembles. The Jewish community
published Yiddish and Polish language periodicals.
The Drohobyczer Zeitung, a periodical published in
German (with Hebrew lettering) was launchedin 1883,
highlighting local news and the oil business. Jews took
an active and visible role in partisan and municipal
politics. This vibrant community life was cut short with
the outbreak of World War II.
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Original Drohobyczer Zeitung, 1883-1914
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The Great (Choral) Synagogue, Drohobycz “The Emperor Explores the Oil Fields in Boryslaw" by

Wojciech Grabowksi
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Achva Zionist youth club, Drohobycz, circa 1933
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Lyceum students, Boryslaw, circa 1938
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Catalogue of the “Jewish House” Library, with Hebrew,
Yiddish, Polish and German Titles, Drohobycz 1928






