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The Summer of '44: Liberation for Some, Hell for Others

[t wasn’t long after we escaped from the first bunker
to the second that a farmer... turned us and other
Jews hiding in the area in...

Wanda Wincygster, Boryslaw survivor, Memories

By the summer of 1944, the German army was in
retreat, as the Allied forces waged air strikes in the
area and the front moved westward. The Aktionen in
Boryslaw and Drohobycz continued, targeting the Jews
stillin hiding. Those captured were either killed on the
spot or brought to Mraznica, and later transported
to either the Plaszow or Auschwitz concentration
camps. The last transport from Boryslaw pulled into
Auschwitz in early August, at the same time the
Drohobycz region was being liberated.
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Ransacked belongings from a hideout under a rabbit hutch
After hiding und
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Mordecai Markel — escaped from the last transport
erground at the Sawinski family farm near from Boryslaw to Auschwitz

Drohobycz, Marcel Drimer had to relearn how to walk

We had a dilemma: maybe we should have stayed
in for one more day in case the front changed again.
But we couldn’t stay there a minute longer. We came
out and I remember the bright light. People looked
at us as if we came from a different planet.

Aharon Weiss, Boryslaw survivor, Three Stories of Galicia

Drohobycz was liberated on August 6, 1944 and
Boryslaw a day later. Survivors gradually emerged from
local hideouts and forest bunkers. Elated and dazed at
the same time, they spent their first days of freedom
seeking lodging and searching for loved ones. In most
cases, their efforts were in vain.
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Plaszow Concentration Camp, 1944
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Dolek Speicher — sent from Boryslaw to Igor Kling — sent from Boryslaw to Plaszow, June 1944 — to Gross Rosen and then to
Plaszow to Mauthasen-Gusen — liberated Schindler’s relocated factory in Briinnlitz, liberated in May, 1945.

in May, 1945
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felt quite relieved to be there. The previous period
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members, the struggle to save those remaining —
had drained my strength.

Bella Brawer-Tepper, Drohobycz survivor YmIT nh1¥a Nav-mnanda

Between July-October, inithe wake of the liquidation
of Plaszow, survivors were sent to other concentration
camps, notablyAuschwitz, Stutthof, Flossenbtirg, Gross
Rosen, Dachau and Mauthausen. Many perished in
the 9 months between 7.8.1944 and 7.5.1944.
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