Historical Highlights

The history of the Jewish people in Drohobycz and
Boryslaw is centuries’ old. Throughout the years, the
Jewish community (Kehilla) played an important role
in the two cities’ organic growth and development.

15th Century - Earliest record of Jewish presence
in Drohobycz. Jewish salt mine lessees were
instrumental in developing the salt industry and
extending trade to Kiev and Turkey.

16th Century - Drohobycz Kehilla  officially
established, formally recognized and represented in
the provincial council. In1578 aroyal decree bars Jews
from living or trading in Drohobycz and its environs.

17th Century — Drohobycz destroyed by the Tartars.
Jews return to the city and a Jewish Kehilla is re-
established and granted licenses for shops and a
tavern. The community prospers under the reign of
King Jan Sobieski towards the end of the century.

18th Century - Drohobycz develops as a trade center.
Jewsenhancetheirprominenceinindustry, commerce
and trade giving rise to a successful Jewish middle
class. The Kehilla builds a cemetery, rabbinical civil
courtsandschools. Thefirst synagogueis erected. Jews
from the surrounding 85 villages (including Boryslaw)
join the Drohobycz Kehilla.

In 1772 Galicia is annexed to the Austrian Habsburg
Monarchy. In 1789 Emperor Joseph Il issues the “Edict
of Tolerance “, in which the official status of Galician
Jews is changed from a “national” community to a
religious group with rights and obligations. Several
Jewish civil institutions lose official standing due to
the reform.
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The “Rynek” — Drohobycz market place
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Drohobycz

UL Siryjska — Stryjer Strasse
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