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Boryslaw’s and Drohobycz’s Forced Labour Camps

Jewish worker certificate #2435, Abraham Lippman, Signature: Beitz

The Wehrmacht’s failure to conquer the oil fields
near Baku rendered the Galician oil fields more
crucial for the production and supply of fuel. While
still determined to kill all Jews, those working in
essential defence industries, which now included oil,
were temporarily spared. The Mraznica labour camp
("Koszary") was established near Boryslaw and “R”
(armaments industry) tags were distributed to 1,670
oil workers.

In Drohobycz ten labour camps including the oil
refineries, a roof tile factory, light industry workshops
and even a produce farm, operated in and around the
town.

As the German forces continued to eradicate the
ghettos throughout the region, the labour camps,
particularlyMraznica,becametemporarysafe-havens.
Theyhousedbothlegal (“R”-tag) and so-called “illegal”
inhabitants.
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R badge issued to Rita Harmelin

List of Jews transported to Plaszow upon liquidation of oil industry
labour camps in Boryslaw and Drohobycz, April 14, 1944

We were taken to and from work by guards and
leaving the camp was forbidden. My brother and I
worked in the Beskiden Oil Company registering
materials... We were not paid. On the contrary, some
even paid the private employers out of their own
pockets to obtain a work permit...

We wore the letter “R” (Ruestungsindustrie) on our
chest, which was supposed to protect us from being
grabbed on the streets and provided us with a false
sense of security.

Mates Heilig, Boryslaw survivor, Memories from the Years of German Occupation

One by one, most Drohobycz work camps were
liuidated throughout the summer of 1943. In
Boryslaw, Mraznica continued to operate, but by
the end of 1943 its inhabitants knew that time was
running out. The liquidation of 'Beskiden' labour
camps in Drohobyczd and Boryslaw started on April
14, 1944, with the deportation of 1,022 inmates
to the Plaszéw concentration camp. The remaining
inmates were subsequently transported to Plaszéw
and Auschwitz in June and July.
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Former Mraznica labour
camp, 2013

One of the labour camps in Drohobycz: a roof
tile factory
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