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November 19, 1942: Bloody Thursday in Drohobycz

My father and I went to work. Everything was
seemingly normal; butatthattime, one ofthe worst
Aktionen was raging in the ghetto. This time they
did not bring the Jews to a central collection site,
but murdered them on the spot...

Henryk Hoffman, Drohobycz survivor
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Women and children in Drohobycz ghetto

Former Judenrat office overlooking

the street where Schulz was

murdered.

November 1942 was one of the darkest and most
chaotic times for Drohobycz’s Jewish community.
The on-going “November Aktion” was claiming the
lives and sanity of hundreds of Jews herded into the
Komarner synagogue. On November 19th, however,
all hell broke loose on what has since been dubbed
“Bloody Thursday”. On that day the Gestapo went on
a rampage, randomly shooting Jews in the Drohobycz
ghetto. Withinafew short hours,some 150-300 bodies
were strewn across its blood-stained streets. It is
believed that Bloody Thursday was triggered by the
non-fatal stabbing of a Gestapo officer by Max Reiner,
aJewish pharmacist. Some claim that the act was one
of resistance, some claim personal vengeance, while
some say the Reiner acted in self-defense.

One of those murdered that day was Bruno Schulz,
one of Drohobycz’s most famous native sons.
Schulz was a celebrated writer in Poland, although
international acclaim came only after his death. In
Drohobycz, BrunoSchulzwasbestknownandloved as
an odd, introverted art teacher, who would captivate
his students with fantastic stories.

For me his stories were an experience, a fantasy...
“Liked” is not the right word; I couldn't wait for his
classes

Ze'ev Fleisher, Drohobycz survivor

Despitethesurroundingchaos, itis possiblethat Bruno
Schulz’s murder on Bloody Thursday was not the least
bitrandom.There areseveral versions of Schulz’s tragic
death. According to alleged witness accounts, Schulz
was gunned down deliberately, apparently as part of a
blood feud between Felix Landauand another Gestapo
officer. “You killed my Jew. Now I’ve killed yours”, the
words reportedly uttered by his alleged killer, Karl
Gunther, have become abitter motto depictingSchulz’s
murder. His untimely death reflects one of the main
themes in his writing — that of unfulfilled potential. It
also symbolizes the tragic annihilation of the special
Jewish community from which he came.
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Bruno Schulz teaching carpentry “190D1 YN T

“Bruno Schulz, a great artist and
a resident of Drohobycz, died on
this spot, shot by a Gestapo on 19
November, 1942.”

1’0 L 'YP21MNT PIR] DPNDMann TNR ,Y'?W\D 10112
™R 123 NN Y'?\\‘D DY 1NN INXM IR YR 1122}
V2N pPYvin 1Mv1a ] ORXR ,]"7153 TR VIT 19D
1711N2 AP’V 10 A’ Y2272 amn nrY [P
nn°22717TNon nRaOmMmv PNY,MMINNINRRY DIAMNN

.0”7”VDLIaN 1’Na D

W DT OTNANRT LN HMwa T HY ol \
OMY DI DTN MYWH TN DIRINN HDMN

YmnTm 1xn Qw»ha ant

R 1NN PwAN D2 Y71 1112 YW INrInw jan»
mn»p 2Y53n 1M 1Mnn NA Npn 72 %2 anein
,MRDN NNXaY 2237100 1MNY DN’2 MTNR NIRD)
D) 19LDIAN PXP 2T DY NP NN NN NN Y
v MY ARTIY OY 1Y N 0T NAYNN pond
NR NN IRIWIYI DR TIiPA NIR NN ANR",NXIN
DV NXIN NR MO NYITN 2102% 1090 ,"7POw TN
D7YURIN D20 TNIRNAR RDANY DIV IMN .Y
NN DI RN .MMNAN MNIYAaRN 2°VIN - 1N1°X2
NN N220pn Yw a1vn a0 n NR D1an Ny

V2N nanny






