Prelude to “Endl6sung”

The Nazi vocabulary was one of euphemisms.
Liquidation, transport, action, selection,
resettlement, relocation, labour camp, deportation
- these matter-of-fact words hid the most sinister
of intents, the most evil of motives. The purpose of
an Aktion was to swoop on communities of Jews
and round them up to be murdered or transported
to concentration camps.

Sabina Wolanski, Boryslaw survivor, Destined to Live
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Boryslaw Jews shot by the Germans Drohobycz: removing corpses by truck

The systematic mass murder of Jews in Drohobycz,
Boryslaw and vicinity started in November1941. In
Drohobycz, the Judenrat (Jewish Council) was ordered
tocompilealistof350-400 unemployedJewswhowere
summoned to the Employment Office on November
22. About 250 adults and an unknown number of
children appeared. They were driven in trucks to the
Bronica Forest and shot by a firing squad. Five days
later Nazi forces carried out a similar “Aktion” in
Boryslaw, murdering 700 in the woods outside of town.
From this point forward, throughout the entire Nazi
occupation, Aktionen were conducted periodically.
An Aktion conducted in March, 1942 culminated in
the first deportation of Drohobycz Jews to the Belzec
extermination camp.
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Memorial to the victims of the

Memorial at the mass graves in the Invalidenaktion destroyed by

forest of Bronica — Jews are not
mentioned as victims

In August 1942, the “Big Aktion” was carried out
in Boryslaw. Special forces... went house to house,
grabbing women, men, old people and children and
making them run to the train station, where cattle
cars were waiting.

Mates Heilig, Boryslaw survivor, Memories from the Years of German Occupation

The Aktionen claimed tens of thousands of victims and
left survivors in a constant state of terror. In August-
November, 1942 alone, the number of Jews deported
to and murdered in Belzec exceeded one half of
Drohobycz-Boryslaw’s pre-war Jewish population.

In October and November 1942, two additional
Aktionen were conducted, which also included dozens
of Jews from Schodnica and neighboring villages... At
the end of November a group of 1,500 Jews were sent
to the “Colosseum” cinema. They were held for a long
time in sub-human conditions...the Aktion lasted a
month.

Bezalel Linhard, Boryslaw survivor, I Believed that | Would Live
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vandals, forest near Tustanowice
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Wilek Tepper from Drohobycz, funded the placement and
maintenance of the memorial mass grave stones in the Bronica
Forest.
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